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 Definition: 
- chronic ischemic rest pain, ulcers or gangrene    
attributable to objectively proven arterial occlusive   
disease

 Other causes of pain should be considered, if ankle 
pressure >50 mmHg



 Characterized by

- Occlusive rather stenotic lesions 

- Diffuse, long lesions 

- Multilevel lesions

- Infrapopliteal lesions
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 Patients with critical limb ischemia for limb       

salvage

 Controversial: Patients with intermittent  

claudication for improvement of outflow



 Limb salvage

 Better wound healing

 Pain relief

 Early mobilization



 Improve in-flow

 Restore straight line blood flow

 Restore foot circle

 Direct blood flow to the wound area
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1. Intraluminal vs. subintimal angioplasty

2. Stenting vs. balloon angioplasty

3. Efficacy of long balloons

4. Efficacy of DES or DEB

5. Role of atherectomy

6. Other therapies: cryotherapy, laser angioplasty



 Cross-over approach

 Use of 035” or 018”

hydrophilic wires

 Use of short balloons

 1 or 2 target vessels

 Long procedures 

 Antegrade approach

 More use of 014” wires  

 Use of long balloons

 As many target vessels as 

possible 

 Short procedures


